516                              THE FAR EAST                         Partly
inapplicable formulae than to the real task of assuring peace, and
higher value to the vindication of academic theses than to the eradication
of the sources of future conflict. For these reasons, and because of the
profound differences of opinion existing between Japan and the majority
of the League in their interpretation of the Covenant and of other
treaties, the Japanese Government have been led to realize the existence
of an irreconcilable divergence of views, dividing Japan and the League
on policies of peace, and especially as regards the fundamental principles
to be followed in the establishment of a durable peace in the Far East.
The Japanese Government, believing that, in these circumstances, there
remains no room for further co-operation, hereby give notice, in accord-
ance with the provisions of Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Covenant,
of the intention of Japan to withdraw from the League of Nations.
On the same day, the Secretary-General of the League replied to
the Japanese Government as follows:
The Secretary-General of the League of Nations has the honour to
acknowledge the receipt of the telegram of the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Japan, dated the 27th March.
At the conclusion of that telegram, the Japanese Government gives
notice of the intention of Japan to withdraw from the League of
Nations in accordance with the provisions of Article 1, paragraph 3, of
the Covenant, which runs as follows:
'Any Member of the League may, after two years' notice of its inten-
tion so to do, withdraw from the League, provided that all its inter-
national obligations and all its obligations under this Covenant shall
have been fulfilled at the time of its withdrawal.'
The Secretary-General will not fail to communicate immediately the
telegram from the Japanese Government, together with his reply, to
the Members of the League.
While Japan was thus taking the necessary steps to sever her con-
nexion with the League at the earliest legally possible date, China
was seeking to make hers closer. On the 28th June, 1933, the Chinese
Government addressed a letter to the Secretary-General,1 reviewing
the history of the technical co-operation which had taken place be-
tween China and the League in previous years,2 and informing the
Council that, 'having decided to proceed actively with a plan of
national reconstruction in certain Chinese provinces selected as
models, it considered it advisable, with a view to securing more con-
tinuous co-operation between the League and the National Economic
Council, that a technical agent accredited to the National Govern-
ment of China and to the National Economic Council should be
appointed in order to ensure the necessary liaison'. On the previous
1  Text in League of Nations Official Journal, September 1933, pp. 1063-4.
2  See the Survey for 1931, pp. 396-7, and the Survey for 1932, pp. 414-15,
420-1.